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Here Comes Santa 
Claus....again

The folks at Bridgewater Foods Supermarket enjoyed 
putting on last year’s Christmas Parade so much that 
they’ve decided to do it again.  The parade will begin at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 6th and will follow 
the same route (see map printed on page 5) as last year.  
John Marklin and Lee Armbuster, owners of our local 
grocery store, are pleased to announce that more than 
100 units have signed up for the parade.  Including in 
this year’s event are floats, music, dancers, clowns, mini 
and antique cars.

More information and a complete schedule can be 
found on page 5.
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Town Council
People have trouble getting the percentages right when multiple candidates are on the ballot.  Some add up all the 

votes and do simple division to set a percentage for each candidate.  The unfortunate result of this method is that no 
one gets more than 33% of the vote 
even if every voter in town named 
him or her on their ballot.  We think a 
better way of doing this is to consider 
the percentage of voters who cast 
a vote for the individual candidate 
on their ballot.  If you do this you 
get a truer picture of the candidate’s 
election.  

Looking at it this way, you see that 
Ted Flory was named on 92% of all 
ballots cast.  Fontaine Canada was on 
88% and Dillina Stickley 86%.  

United States Senate 
Perhaps the biggest surprise on election night was the close race 

for the Virginia Senate seat.  Most polls had Ed Gillespie down by 
nine or ten percentage points, but it ended up as one of the closest 
races in the nation.  Bridgewater followed a state-wide trend of small 
towns and rural areas supporting Gillespie while more urban ones 
backed Warner.  The final Bridgewater totals showed Gillespie with 
63.3% of the vote, Warner with 34.4% and Libertarian candidate 
Robert Sarvis with 2.3%.

6th District Congressional Seat  
Longtime incumbent Bob Goodlatte 

won with ease over two independent 
candidates.  Goodlatte received 75.5% 
of the vote.  Libertarian Will Hammer 
had 12.5% and Green Party Candidate 
Elaine Hildebrant 12.0% of the 
Bridgewater vote.

Election Results          (Continued from page 1)

Ed Gillespie                            Mark Warner  

Ted Flory  Fontaine Canada  Dillina Stickley

McDonald’s expansion has begun.  Anyone driving through Bridgewater 
can’t miss all the construction activity when they pass McDonald’s at 516 

North Main.  Expecting to be completed and fully operating by the New Year, 
McDonald’s will have two drive-thru lanes, a slightly larger eating lobby and 
a double-sized kitchen area for food preparation.  All this will lend to faster 

and more efficient service for our citizens and guests to our community.

Holiday 
Schedule for 

Town Services

Collection of Christmas trees for 
disposal will begin  December 29th  

and run through January 9th.

Recycling moved to 
Wednesday for the 

holidays.

Town offices will be 
closed for the Holidays 

December 25th and 26th 
and January 1st.

Trash collection will 
take place on Friday, 

December 26th.
Both recycling and vegetation 

will be picked up on 
Wednesdays, Christmas Eve 
day and New Year’s Eve day.
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Putting the 
Ebola Scare Into 

Perspective
Epidemics are not new to 

Bridgewater
For several weeks the biggest news throughout the 

land was the Ebola scare.  You couldn’t turn on a television, scan 
the internet or read a newspaper without seeing the latest fear or suspicion being expressed.  

The  threat of an Ebola epidemic has faded, but it made us think about the diseases that actually posed a threat to our 
community.  Looking back over the minutes and reading the history of Bridgewater, you find that the fear of a rapidly 
spreading disease created just as much panic in the old days as we’ve seen with Ebola this year.  One of them resulted in 
a ban on citizens from Staunton entering our community.  As strange as that sounds, it’s true.  If someone from Staunton 
tried to enter Bridgewater they faced expulsion, fines and jail time.  

While the list of epidemics is long, we think the following posed the biggest threat to our community.
A Century Ago - Smallpox, Typhoid and the Spanish Flu.  

One hundred years ago it seemed that one disease after another killed off large segments of the human population 
and we weren’t exempt from these deadly contagions.  How deadly were these epidemics?  It’s estimated that Smallpox 
killed more than 300 million people globally.  That’s almost the entire population of the United States in the year 2010.  
Can you imagine a disease that wiped out as many people as our nation contains?  Another 600 million contracted 
Smallpox but lived.  So, close to a billion people were affected by Smallpox one way or another.  

The Spanish Flu of 1918 killed 50 to 100 million worldwide and Typhoid may have created more havoc.  The 
problem of knowing Typhoid’s consequences are based on the suspicion that it’s been around for a long, long time.  The 
first recorded Typhoid epidemic may have occurred in the year 430 B.C.  We do know that Typhoid killed an estimated 
10 to 20 percent of those infected (prior to the development of antibiotics).  So that’s the overall picture.  

Let’s see how Bridgewater dealt with these issues.

The 1895 Smallpox Scare
While we have no evidence of Smallpox spreading to Bridgewater, we know that our neighboring city of Staunton 

was infected.  It was during this time that a ban on citizens from Staunton was imposed.  During the month of May, 
1895, the Town Council met twice to discuss this issue.  The first meeting on May 8th resulted in the following 
motion.  On motion it was ordered by the council that the Sergeant take all necessary precaution to guard all the public 
highways and take charge of all persons coming to Bridgewater from Staunton, Virginia.  The council also requests all 
citizens of the town to report to the sergeant any person they know that may come to Bridgewater from Staunton so that 
said persons may be placed under quarantine.

As the disease spread in Staunton, the population of surrounding communities urged their local governments to take 
stronger action.  At a special meeting held on May 25th the Council noted that they were responding to …a resolution 

adopted at a meeting of the citizens of Bridgewater 
and vicinity requesting the Council to enact more 
stringent measures to prevent persons…coming 
from Staunton or other places infected by Smallpox.  
In response to that request, the Council did the 
following.
• Enacted an ordinance prohibiting those from 
Staunton or anyplace infected with Smallpox from 
entering into this town.
• Anyone who “…persistently forces his way 
into the town shall be arrested, fined $10 to $30, 
and be forcibly ejected from the town.  Should such 
person fail or refuse to pay such fine, he shall be 
imprisoned until such fine is paid.
• Any person who may harbor any person coming 
from any such infected districts or town shall be 
fined not less than ten dollars nor more than thirty 
dollars.



Page 4      Bridgewater Current   December 2014

• Hired an additional police officer, W.B. Myers, at a 
compensation of $0.75 per day.

• Purchased 100 vaccine points that would be placed 
in the hands of the Mayor for distribution.  He was 
to charge 10 cents to those who could pay and give 
the vaccine to those who could not.

We survived the Smallpox scare, but Typhoid was a 
little more difficult.

Typhoid and Water Treatment
  The appearance of water treatment plants a century 

ago can be traced to one simple fact: they eliminated 
Typhoid immediately.  That’s just what happened in 
Bridgewater as well as the rest of the nation.  People 
lived in conditions in the early 1900’s that we would 
have trouble believing today.  Garbage was thrown into 
drainage ditches to be eaten by pigs who roamed at 
large.  Cattle, sheep and chickens roamed the streets as 
well.  Wells were shallow, hand-dug operations that were 
easily contaminated by the animal and human waste 

seeping underground nearby.  Conditions then were much 
like those we see in third world countries today.  Typhoid 
was something our citizens lived with on a day to day 
basis.  The day our water treatment plant opened (1913) 
was end of the Typhoid problem in Bridgewater.

The Spanish Flu
  Five years after the fear of Typhoid was put to rest, 

the Spanish Flu appeared.  This is still known as the 
deadliest pandemic in modern history.  More than 500 
million people were infected (1/3 of the total world 
population) and 50 million died.  In the United States 
it is estimated that 675,000 passed away from the flu.  
Surprisingly, these flu victims were not the elderly or 
unhealthy.  We are accustomed to influenza wreaking 
havoc with those whose systems are weakened, but the 
Spanish Flu was a different virus entirely—it killed the 
young and healthy.

While we know that the Spanish Flu Pandemic took 
many lives in Augusta and Rockingham Counties, we’ve 
never heard of life lost in Bridgewater.  If any of you 
reading this article have information about the Spanish 
Flu and the Bridgewater community, we’d appreciate 
hearing from you.  So many of our citizens have helped 
compile the history of Bridgewater with personal 
information they’ve volunteered.
Polio: the scourge of the “Baby Boomers”

While most people associate Polio with the 1950’s, 
we know that a major outbreak occurred in New York 
City around 1916.  They reported over 9,000 cases and 
2,343 deaths.  Nationwide, Polio affected 27,000 that 
year and 6,000 of those died.  There’s not a person over 
60 who doesn’t remember “Iron Lungs”, Polio victims 
on crutches and the Salk vaccine.  While Polio may not 
have the numbers of Smallpox, Typhoid and Spanish 
Flu, it terrorized the nation prior to the Salk and Sabin 
vaccines.

So, the more things change, the more they stay the 
same.  Ebola sent a scare through the nation just like 

these prior epidemics did in years gone by.  I guess the 
only change this time is that we didn’t ban those from 
Dallas or West Africa from entering our borders like we 
did Staunton a century ago.

The larger the population, the greater chance of shallow 
wells becoming contaminated.  This picture depicts the 
various ways contaminants are produced, leach through 
the surface area and eventually pollute shallow wells.

Typhoid fever and other waterborne diseases were the 
catalysts for Bridgewater developing a public water system 
that would provide clean drinking water to its citizens.  This 

picture shows the construction of our first system built in 1913.

Shortly after Jonas Salk developed the first effective polio 
vaccine, a campaign to immunize school age children was 
in full swing by the the mid 1950s.  While recipients often 
did not understand the value of these ‘shots’, there was a 
collective sigh of relief from parents who recognized that 

their child’s risk of getting polio was greatly reduced.
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The new display for 
the coming month 

will be highlighting 
Bridgewater’s medical history.  

Featured are items from the family 
practice of Dr. George S. Row, (Judy 

Galang’s father) including such things 
as his medical bag, microscope and 

Judy’s personal picture album of Dr. 
Row working.   Also on display are 

the medical books owned by Dr. B. H. 
Beydler who practiced in our community in 

the early part of the twentieth century. 

Bridgewater Historical
Museum

“Tea around the Tree” 
 The Bridgewater Historical 

Society and Museum cordially 
invites the community to join 
them on December 13th, from 

2:00-4:00 p.m.   Please stop 
by, bring a friend and enjoy 

tea and cookies around 
the tree decorated with 
antique ornaments.

While you are there 
please enjoy looking at 
our new displays.

During December the Museum will be 
open Thursday through Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and will follow Rockingham County 

Schools for snow days and holiday closings.  The 
Museum will be closed for the month January.

The parade starts at Bridgewater 
Retirement Community on Second 

Street, crosses Dinkel and comes down 
East College Street to Main,where 
it turns north and ends across from 
Bridgewater Foods Supermarket.

Continued from page 1

By the time you’re reading this, the Christmas Parade will be less 
than a week away.  John Marklin and Lee Armbuster and their staff at 
Bridgewater Foods invite you, your family and friends to join them in 
welcoming the 2014 Christmas season.  Please plan to come, watch 
along the length of the parade route and then join in Santa’s visit at 
the Firehouse as well as enjoy the free hotdogs and ice cream to be 
served afterward.

Here is a list of events:
•	 8 -10 a.m. - Live Q101 radio broadcast in front of 

Firehouse.
•	 9 a.m. - Chili/Vegetable soup sale at Firehouse supporting 

the Building Fund.  $5 a quart.  Hot chocolate and coffee 
will also be available for purchase.

•	 9 a.m. - Parade participants sign in at Maple Terrace.
•	 9:45 a.m. - The Jingle Bell Dash running the length of the 

parade course starting at Maple Terrace.
•	 10 a.m. - Parade starts with the singing of God Bless 

America. 
•	 10:15 a.m. - Parade participants announced and 

performances in front of Firehouse.
•	 11 a.m. - Santa concludes the parade at Bridgewater Foods 

and returns to Firehouse to meet with the children.
•	 11 a.m. - free hotdogs and ice cream across from the 

Firehouse.
•	 11 a.m.-1 p.m. - pictures with Santa at the Firehouse.

Bridgewater Foods Sponsors Second 
Annual Christmas Parade
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Bridgewater Historical Museum ....... 109 South 
Main Street.  Open every Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday from 10 AM to 3 PM.  Closed according to 
Rockingham County School schedule.  Check them 
out on FaceBook.

Bridgewater Rotary Club   ....... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.  Christmas 
Banquet - tuesday, December 16th

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church .
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-
6539. 

December 6  Bridgewater Foods Christmas 
Parade .... 10 AM

December 8  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators ........7:30 PM Meets second Monday of 
every month at Arey Assembly Hall in Bridgewater 
Community Center.  New members welcome.  For 
information contact Rosetta Harris, 828-6273.

December 17   Myers Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644  ..... 
7 PM.  Regular meeting at Dry River Post.  

December 22  Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary .........Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.  New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more 
information.

December 25-26   Christmas Holiday - Town 
Offices Closed .......Complete holiday schedule 
on  page 2.

January 5  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  .........
7 PM at the Bridgewater United Methodist 
Church.

January 5  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Ladies 
Auxiliary  ..............6:30 PM at Bridgewater 
Rescue Squad building.  Meets the first 
Monday of every month.  New members 
welcome.  For more information call 828-3395.

January 6  Congressman Goodlatte Open Door    
 A representative from Congressman 
Goodlatte’s office will be available the first 
Tuesday of every month from 11:30 AM to 
1:00 PM in the Council Chambers of the 
Bridgewater Community Center or may be 
contacted at 885-3861. 

January 6  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies 
Auxiliary..... ....Meets the first Tuesday of 
every month at 7 PM at the Post home on Dry 
River Road.

Website:  town.bridgewater.va.us
“Like Us” on FaceBook


